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Award Winning Balloon Holders are Saving the Planet 

 

Gemar is very proud to announce that our plastic-free BalloonGrip™ balloon 

holders have won the 2019 Save the Planet Award at the prestigious European 

Carton Excellence Awards at the European Carton Excellence Awards (ECMA) 

Congress in Malta.  

 

The ECMA promote sustainable and ecologically sound packaging made of 

cartonboard, and by doing so they support innovation and creativity that can help 

secure the future of our planet. 

 

BalloonGrip™ cardboard balloon holders an alternative to plastic balloon sticks, 

strong enough that they won’t bend when held by a child - yet fully recyclable 

and biodegradable. Commenting on BalloonGrip™ holders, the judges said that 



 

“We love simple, yet innovative ideas to replace plastic”. They promote such 

initiatives to impact the trend and escalate the use of carton packaging to replace 

less sustainable packaging materials.  

 

Gemar was delighted to receive the award as they are passionate about driving 

improvements throughout the industry by working together with partners who 

are equally dedicated to ethical and environmental standards. 

 

Gemar, working together with B-Loony, expect to have sold about 22.5 million 

BalloonGrip™ cardboard balloon holders by the end of 2019, which will have 

saved over 100 tonnes of plastic waste – not bad for the first year! 
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About Gemar® Balloons 

Gemar Balloons is the largest manufacturer of natural rubber latex balloons in Europe. Located in Casalvieri, a 

small town the heart of Italy, we continue to lead the way in balloon development, inspiring the people who 

buy our products with new ways to add a touch of magic to every occasion. We're dedicated to tradition, 

innovation and creativity, and are committed to making sure that our products are as sustainable as possible 

throughout their lifecycle. Today, we produce millions of balloons every day in more than 100 different 

shapes, sizes and colours... all made in Italy with passion and pride. 


